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CHRISTIAN SOCIAL SERVICES COMMISSION (CSSC) 

NORTHERN ZONE JOINT EXAMINATIONS SYNDICATE (NZ-JES) 

 
FORM FOUR PRE NATIONAL EXAMINATION AUG 2025  

LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

MARKING SCHEME 

SECTION A 16 MARKS 

1.  

 

I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. 

C D B E A D A D C D 

1 mark each Total=10 

2.  

 

i. ii. iii. iv. v. vi 

D G E B C A 

1mark each Total =06 

SECTION B 54 MARKS 

3. A Candidate should show the differences between literary language and ordinary language 

i. In literary language there is use of many figures of speech like similes and hyperboles WHILE in ordinary 

language is not a must to use figures of speech 

ii. Literarylanguage is complex WHILE ordinary language is simple to understand 

iii. The grammar of a language can be violated in literary language for artistic effects for example in poetic license 

WHILE in ordinary language Grammar of a language is followed to make communication meaningful. 

iv. Literary language is complex while ordinary language is not complex 

v. Literary language is in literary context while ordinary language is used in daily basis 

1.5 marks @ = 9 marksAnyrelevance answer is used. 
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4.  

 

a) i. Birds with the same feathers fly together. 

 

ii. Hurry has no blessing. 

 

iii. Blood is thicker than water. 

 

b) i. Hyperbole 

 

ii. Simile 

 

iii. Irony 

 

1.5 marks @ = 9 marks 
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5.  

 

a. Tongue twister 

 

b. Fable 

 

c. Characterization 

 

d. irony 

 

e. riddle 

 

f. proverbs 1.5 marks@1=09marks 

 
6.  

 

a) Entertaining/ recreational function (to entertain) 

 

b) Cultural function (to express culture) 

 

c) Linguistic function (to develop language) 

 

d) Employing/economic function (to employ) 

 

e) Educational/edifying function (to educate) 

 

f) Influential function (to influence) [@1.5 marks = 09 marks] 

 

7. A candidate should read a poem and answer the questions that follow 

 

a) The poem is about torture, humiliation and oppression the African suffered in America and their 

determination to fight back. 

b) It is sonnet poem as it contain 14 lines 

c) The poem has regular rhyming scheme that goes; abab  cdcd efef gg 

d) The tone is serious and angry and it creat hatred mood toward the opreesor 

e) The person is black American who is oppressed and humiliated, we know this from the history of the poem 

„‟If we must die , let it not be like hogs‟‟ 

f) Figure of that can be found include 

 Rhetorical questions 

What though before us lies an open grave? 

 Metaphor 

The monsters we defy and murderous cowardly pack 

 Image 
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Barking and angry dogs a picture of the oppressor 

 Symbolism 

An open grave symbolize death 

Blood a symbol for sacrifies 

 

(1.5mark@) 

 

8. A candidate should explain the relationship between language and literature 

i.Language used to communicate messages in literature 

ii. Language is the basic raw-materials or medium through which literature is produced 

 

iii. Literature develops language. 

 

iv. In literature language is used to express people’s culture 

 

v. Language is a medium in which literature communicate 

 

vi. Language is used to distinguish literary genre e.g. poetry prose and drama 

 

1.5 marks @ = 9 marks 

 

 

9. Thestudentsshouldagreewiththestatementthatthe issueofracism 

isstillaworldwidephenomenonthatcallsforglobalattentionbutit 

hashistoricalrootsfromcolonialtime.Theyshouldusetwonovels 

toshowhowracismoccurredinthebooks. 

 

Awalkinthenight 

i. Racism in workplaces.Africansarefiredfromtheirjobsjustfor 
minorreasons.MichaelAdonisisacaseinpoint. 

ii. Racisminsettlementareas.Africansliveindirtystreetsinrented tenements. Mikey, Franky 

Lorenzo, Abrahams and others are living in one apartment. Even Andries wonders why 
Uncle Doughty–whiteman–waslivingwiththeblacks.“Whatwoulda 
whitemanbedoinglivinginaplacelikethis?”(p.57) 

iii. Racisminsocialgathering.JoeandMikeydiscussabouthowthe city council plans to make the 
beaches to be special for whites 
only.Joesays“Iheartheyaregoingtomakethebeachessoonlywhite peoplecangothere?”(p.9). 

iv. Racisminrelationship.ItisshownthatapartfromSouthAfrica, 

eveninAmericapeoplearetreatedonthebasisofcolorbar.Mr. Greene reports “I read how they 

hanged up a negro in the street in 

America.Whitesdoneit.”andthenheadds“Somewhitestookanegro 

outinthestreetandhangedhimup.Theysaidhedidnotlookproperlyat some woman.” (p.15) This was 

the time of Jim Crow laws in America. 
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Houseboy 

i. RacisminSocialevents.TheEuropeansmeetattheEuropeanclubs 

ownedbyM.JanopoulosandAfricansarenotallowedtogothere 
unlessotherwisetheycanwatchthewhitepeopleenjoyingfroma distance. 

ii. Racisminthechurch.InthechurchAfricansandEuropeansuse different doors and sit separately. 

As for Africans things were terribleastheyhadtositontreetrunksinsteadofbenchesandthe 
catechistsmoveupanddownthecentralaislecarryingsticks. 

iii. Racism inTransport. The Whites sit inthe cabinwhile Africans are keptinthebackofthepick- 
up.Toundisays“TheCommandantwho 

forsomereasonscan‟tgoanywherewithoutanativeinthebackofhis pick- 

up,toldmetogotoMasswithhim.”(p.32). 

Racisminrelationship.Whentheyarewithfellowwhites,theyhide their relationship with black women as did the 

agricultural engineer who treats Sophie with racial prejudice. He introduces her to the Commandant as a cook but 

the fact is she is his girlfriend.Furthermore,Sophiecomplainsaboutthewayhetreats 

her;“Sophie,don‟tcometoday.I‟vegotaEuropeancomingtoseemeat 

thehouse.”“Sophieyoucancome,theEuropeanhasgone,”“Sophie, 

whenyouseemewithawhiteladydon‟tlookatme,don‟tgreetme,”and all the rest. 

Any other relevant point 

 

 

 

10. Analyzetheuseofmusical/sounddevicesintwopoemsyouhave 

readandappreciated.Givethreepointsfromeachpoem. 

FromAfreedomSongbyMarjorieOMcgoye 

i. There is the use of Refrain. Evey stanza ends with a refrain line “Atienoyo”. 
ii. ThereistheuseofRhymes.Everysecondandforthlines/verses endwith denticlerhymes 

o Chicken/kitchen 

o Pay/day 

o Kids/beads 

o Free/fee 

o Night/right 

o Bad/had 

o All/funeral 

iii. ThereistheuseofAlliteration. 

o Paypartyunionfee 

o Atienoneedsnopay 

o Fifty-fiftyitmaylive. 

FromtheAwfulDentistbyJwaniMwaikusa 

i. ThereistheuseofReiteration... 

o Makingheapsandheapsofteeth(thewordheapsisrepeatedfor emphasis) 

o Withoutfearthatsoon/Verysoonindeed(thewordsoonisrepeated for emphasis) 

Introduction1.5 

Points6x2=12 

Conclusion 1.5 
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ii. Thereisinternalrhymeandend-rhymeinsomeverses. 

o Internal rhyme is shown in this verse. “Decaying teeth, aching teeth, strong teeth” (the 
sounds in these letters “ng” and “th” in thislinebringaboutmusicinthepoem. 

o End rhyme is shown in the 4
th
 and 5

th
 couplets of the second 

stanzainwhichthewords“tooth”and“mouth”rhyme,butalso “meat” and “eat” do rhyme. 

iii. Consonance. There is repetition of the final consonants in the following line; 

o Decayingteeth,achingteeth,strongteeth 

(Anyotherpoemoranyothermusicaldevicecanbeused.) 

 

 

 

 

11. The student should explain the meaning of the 

statement“apotfullofpoisonorabeehivefullofhoney”andshow 

thatthismeansnegativeandpositivepositionsofwomeninthe society. 

 

 

FromTheDilemmaofaGhost. Positive 
positions 

i. Awomanisportrayedas ahardworkingandresponsibleperson. 
ii. Awomanisportrayedasasympatheticperson. 

iii. Awomanisportrayedascaringperson. 

Negativepositions 

i. Awomanisportrayedasaslave. 

ii.  Awomanisportrayedasasymbolofimmorality. 

Awomanisportrayedasasuffererfrombarrenness.Fr 

omTheTrial of brother Jero. 

 

Positive positions 

i. Womenareportrayedashardworkersandbreadearners. 

ii. Womenareportrayedasmoreconsciousthanmen. 

iii. Womenareportrayedasastrongandcourageouspeople. 

 

 

Negativepositions 

i. Womenareportrayedaswickedpeople. 

ii. Womenare portrayed as tools for sexual pleasure. 

iii. Problematic women or a symbol of resistance 

Introduction1.5 

Points6x2=12 

Conclusion 1.5 

TOTAL 15 

Introduction1.5 

Points6x2=12 

Conclusion 1.5 


